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Peter Griffiths's suggestion (August) that the demise of the International Coffee Agreement in 1989 was all down to a secret plot by the Vietnamese government does not stand up, especially given the huge expansion of Vietnamese coffee production in the following decade.
Griffiths also fails to grasp the basics of Fairtrade. Like most coffee growers, members of Fairtrade groups are small-scale or subsistence farmers. The difference is that they can sell part of their crop on Fairtrade terms: this means at a minimum price covering the cost of sustainable production and an additional sum for business development or community improvements. Rather than encouraging the planting of more coffee, this brings the opportunity to improve quality and diversify into other income sources. So if the Fairtrade market expands, more farmers will have a better chance to work their way out of poverty, rather than relying on charity.
Harriet Lamb  Fairtrade Foundation 
Note that

1. I did not talk of a “secret plot”. This statement is designed to dismiss me as a nutty conspiracy theorist. Vietnam had an agricultural policy, as does every other country. It was secretive because the USA was carrying out economic warfare at the time. Even so it is far less secretive than the British Government.
2. The “huge expansion of Vietnamese coffee production in the following decade” does not, as she suggests, refute my argument. On the contrary, it is exactly what I said happened. The increase in plantings continued as long as Vietnam paid a very high price for coffee, well over the world price. Even if they had stopped planting the day they received my report, the production would have continued to rise for six years: it takes four years for a tree to come into bearing, six years to come into full bearing.
3. “Griffiths also fails to grasp the basics of Fairtrade”. An ad hominem sneer: stupid man. Look up “Peter Griffiths economist” in Wikepedia. Then Google “Peter Griffiths stupid”.

4. This response shows Fair Trade’s total lack of interest in the number of people they kill, the children who die because the price of non-Fairtrade coffee falls.

